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HOW TO REPORT

AND AVOID SCAMS

A8

WHAT IS NOTARIO FRAUD?

It involves individuals who are not licensed to practice law in the United States claiming to
provide immigration or other legal services. They may call themselves “notarios,” “preparers,”
“consultants,” or “immigration legal advisors.” Notarios pretend to be able to help, then take
victims’ money and personal information without filing the necessary paperwork.

THINGS TO KNOW:

e Only experienced immigration attorneys and Department of Justice
Accredited Representatives can provide immigration legal advice.

Who can you trust?

Immigration attorneys
Department of Justice (DOJ)

e Research the name of the person who is promising to help you. If Accredited Representatives
their name does not show up as an attorney or DOJ Accredited
Representative, they are not authorized to help you. When yYou meet them:

Ask to see their current licenses and ask
about their experience with immigration
issues.

* Do not give anyone money without a signed receipt and a signed
legal services agreement.

e Do not sign any immigration forms until you have carefully reviewed .
the forms for accuracy. When reportmq fraud,
you can call:

e Ask to see copies of all forms and documents sent to USCIS or any

other immigration agency. e The Office of the Attorney General of
Illinois: (800)-386-5438
e Ask for the original receipt notices from USCIS. City of Chicago's Department of
Consumer Services: 311 (Chicago Police)
e Most importantly, if it seems too easy to get your work permit or . U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
legal status, OR if the person makes promises to get you legal status- Services: 1-800-375-5283.

they are lying to you.
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