
Important Tips for Filming ICE Interactions

Support the detained person:

Remind them: the 5th Amendment
protects everyone in the U.S. They
have the right to remain silent and the
right to due process.
Share what you recorded with the
ICIRR Family Support Network Hotline.

Film horizontally – courts accept
horizontal video as evidence.

Know Your Rights:
Filming ICE Encounters & 

Protecting Immigrant Communities

Keep your distance – stay at least an
arm’s length away to avoid being
arrested for “interference.”

Narrate calmly – state you are a Legal
Observer. Provide factual details only
(time, location, officer names/badge
numbers). Do not provoke or escalate.

You have the right to film public
encounters under the 1st
Amendment. Public spaces only —
do not film in private areas (e.g.
bathrooms) or on private property.

Protect detainees’ privacy – avoid
filming faces when possible. Blur
faces before sharing publicly.

Contact NSLAC for trusted, free legal help.

Info@NSLegalAid.org

847-737-4042 

NSLegalAid.org

Helpful Resources:
Civil Rights Hotline – IL Attorney General Kwame Raoul: 1-877-581-3692
ICIRR Family Support Network Hotline: 1-855-435-7693 

Remember: You have the right to remain silent, and the right to speak with a lawyer.


