
Know Your Immigrant Rights: 
A Guide to Protecting Yourself

Under the Trump Administration, changes to immigration policies could be on the horizon. Now,
more than ever is a crucial time for eligible immigrants to review and secure legal protections, as
immigration programs and benefits may face limitations or even elimination. 

Navigating immigration processes can be complex, and NSLAC is committed to helping residents of
Lake County and suburban Cook County find the best paths forward. Our experienced immigration
legal team can assist with DACA, TPS, green cards, waivers, and more. Reach out to us to NSLAC via
phone or email to schedule a consultation to explore your options and take action to protect your
future and the future of your loved ones. 

Immigrant Rights: What You Need to Know Now 

It’s crucial for immigrants to understand their rights, especially in uncertain political times. Whether
you have DACA, Temporary Protected Status (TPS), or another immigration status, knowing your rights
can help protect you and your family. Here are a few key rights that everyone should be aware of,
regardless of legal status: 

Right to Remain Silent: If approached by police, immigration agents, or other officials, you have the
right to remain silent and do not have to answer any questions about your nationality or
immigration status.  
Right to an Attorney: You have the right to speak with an attorney before answering any questions
or signing any documents. 
Protection Against Unlawful Searches: If immigration officers ask to come into your home, they
must have a valid warrant signed by a judge to enter without your permission  

NSLAC provides education and support to help you feel more secure and informed about your legal
protections and immigrant rights. 

1
Info@NSLegalAid.org

847-737-4042 

NSLegalAid.org



DACA Renewals

Since 2012, the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program has provided protection from
deportation and work authorization for many young immigrants. Given previous efforts to end DACA,
recipients are encouraged to renew their status every two years to ensure continuity. No new DACA
applications are being accepted at this time.  

Current DACA holders should renew on time.  Eligible recipients should reach out to NSLAC for
guidance on their DACA renewal. Visit the USCIS website for general DACA renewal information.  

Temporary Protected Status (TPS) 

TPS provides protection from deportation, work permits, and travel authorization for individuals from
certain countries facing crises, such as El Salvador, Venezuela, Ukraine, and Haiti. Although TPS
remains available, past attempts to limit the program suggest that future changes are possible. Eligible
immigrants should apply for or renew their TPS status now to ensure continued protection. 

If you qualify for TPS, contact NSLAC for assistance with your application. Learn more about TPS HERE.  

Pathway to Permanent Residence for TPS and DACA Recipients 

TPS or DACA holders may qualify for a streamlined path to permanent residency if they are married to
a U.S. citizen or have a U.S.-born adult child. Traveling on advance parole allows reentry and simplifies
the green card process without requiring an overseas consulate interview. Since this benefit may be
subject to future policy changes, eligible individuals are encouraged to take advantage of it now.  

Reach out to NSLAC for support in exploring this option. General Green Card information is available
on the USCIS website.  

I-601A Waivers (Provisional Unlawful Presence Waiver) 

Undocumented immigrants with a U.S. citizen or Lawful Permanent Resident spouse or parent may be
eligible to apply for an I-601A waiver.  The I-601A allows individuals to request a provisional waiver of
the unlawful presence grounds of inadmissibility before departing the U.S. for an immigrant visa
interview abroad. This waiver can help prevent lengthy family separations and is critical to family unity.
To determine eligibility for the I-601A contact NSLAC for a legal consultation. For more information on
the I-601Awaiver, visit the USCIS website.  
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https://www.uscis.gov/archive/renew-your-daca
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/what-is-venezuelan-tps-frequently-asked-questions/
https://nslegalaid.org/front-page-updates/tps-for-ukraine-frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/temporary-protected-status
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card
https://www.uscis.gov/i-601a
https://www.uscis.gov/i-601a


Naturalization for Eligible Permanent Residents 

Becoming a U.S. citizen not only secures your rights and residency but also grants you the right to vote
and participate fully in society. Given possible changes to citizenship eligibility, fees, or processing,
NSLAC encourages eligible individuals to apply for permanent residency for naturalization as soon as
possible. Please reach out to NSLAC for support with a naturalization application. Learn more at the
U.S. Citizenship Resource Center. 

Employment Authorization Documents (EADs) 

For immigrants with Employment Authorization Documents (EADs), renewing early can help prevent
any gaps in employment status. DACA recipients and others with EADs should consider renewing well
in advance, especially with potential delays in processing. NSLAC can answer questions and assist with
renewal. For general information visit the USCIS website. 

Disclaimer: The information provided here is intended for general informational purposes only and
does not constitute legal advice. NSLAC offers guidance and resources to help individuals understand
their options; however, personalized legal advice is only provided directly to clients. To receive
specific legal advice tailored to your situation, please contact NSLAC directly to schedule a
consultation with a qualified attorney. 
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https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship
https://nslegalaid.org/articles/how-can-i-apply-for-a-work-permit-in-the-u-s/
https://www.uscis.gov/green-card/green-card-processes-and-procedures/employment-authorization-document
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