NSLAC 2026

Mission

NSLAC provides accessible, quality, equitable, free legal
services in the areas of domestic violence, housing, and
immigration to give low-income, at-risk community
members access to justice and the opportunity to live
productive and secure lives.

Service Area & Client Eligibility

NSLAC serves clients living in Lake County and the northern
suburbs of Cook County. To be eligible for NSLAC’s services,
clients must live at or below 250% of the federal poverty
level. In 2026 that equates to a household income of $82,500
for a family of four. There are no income requirements for
Domestic Violence clients. NSLAC intentionally does not
accept funding from the Legal Service Corporation (LSC),
making it one of the only agencies in the area that can
provide services to undocumented immigrants.

Law Practice Areas

The Domestic Violence Law Practice handles cases focused
on survivors' safety, including Plenary Orders of Protection,
divorce, custody, and other family law matters. The team,
including two social workers, conducts outreach, builds
partnerships, and helps survivors access supportive
resources while and after advocating for them in the
courtroom. All staff undergo trauma-informed training to
best serve survivors.

The Housing Law Practice assists renters facing housing
insecurity, including with evictions, lease disputes, repairs,
and subsidy termination. Rising rents have left many families
struggling to meet expenses. While evictions can't always be
avoided, having legal representation helps ensure a fair
process and offers options to lessen the impact, like
negotiating move-out dates, applying for rental assistance, or
sealing eviction records to protect future rental
opportunities.

The Immigration Law Practice offers full-scale immigration
services, including family-based petitions, adjustment of
status, TPS, VAWA petitions, and asylum cases. NSLAC is the
only program in the area providing free immigration services
to low-income noncitizens, regardless of status. The team
also conducts outreach to the community through Know
Your Rights presentations and short-term guardianship
consultations.

Cases Opened by
Law Practice Areas - 2026:

*As of 3/31/2026

Domestic Violence: 138
Housing: 79
Immigration: 302

Pro Bono: 105

Operational Overview - 2026:
*As of 3/31/2026

Active Cases: 1,086

Cases Opened All Time: 12,880
Budget Revenue: 4,844,998
Budget Expenses: $4,832,571
Staff Size (FTE): 45

Number of Attorneys: 21
Number of DOJs: 4

Social Workers: 4

Immigrant Legal Support
Program (ILSP) Overview

*As of 3/31/2026

22 Workshops
190 Screenings
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NSLAC services can involve a one-hour counsel and advice session up to full representation. All services are
provided at no cost to the client, even when a case takes months or years to complete.

NSLAC is supported by a portfolio of granting agencies, private donors, and its annual special event. State
government funding is the most significant source for NSLAC programs, often distributed through secondary
organizations.

NSLAC staff speak 10 languages in addition to English, including Spanish, Urdu, Dari, Pashto, Korean, Serbian,
Portuguese, Russian, Ukrainian, and Hebrew. An on-demand interpreting service is used for any other language
needs.

(Q What Our Community Is Searching For §

These are the most searched legal topics this quarter, reflecting urgent needs across our community.

What is

How to Be an Ally
to Immigrant
Neighbors?

As reports of increased immigration
enforcement circulate across Illinois, it
is natural to feel worried for your
neighbors, colleagues, and friends. The
most important thing to remember is the

goal of being an ally is not to speak for

others, but to stand beside them. Your

advocacy should always center the real

needs of those impacted, not what you
think those needs might be.

an Order of
Protection?

In Illinois, an Order of Protection, also
known as a restraining order, is a court
order signed by a judge that places
restrictions on an abuser, preventing
them from engaging in abusive,
threatening or harassing behaviors, to
protect victims of domestic violence.
Violating an Order of Protection is a
serious offense and can lead to arrest
and criminal charges.

A Family Finds Lasting Safety

What is
an Eviction
in Illinois?

The term “Eviction” can strike fear and
uncertainty among tenants. However,
understanding the intricacies of
evictions, tenants’ rights, and the
resources available can empower Illinois
tenants to navigate these challenging
situations more effectively.

How Can | Protect My
Child If ’'m Detained
or Deported?

As immigration tensions rise and fears
of mass deportations grow in the U.S,,
establishing a short-term guardianship
is crucial for parents to safeguard their
children in the case of detention and
deportation. This guide explains what
short-term guardianships are, why
they are important, and how to set one
up to ensure your child’s well-being.

NSLAC’s client was a mother of three young children working to move forward with her life after separating from her abusive ex-husband. He had been
physically and emotionally abusive toward her and violent in front of their children. To secure her safety, the client sought an extension of her plenary order
of protection and was referred to NSLAC’s Domestic Violence Practice by a local courthouse.

As she worked to rebuild her life, her abuser was also seeking new parenting time. The client worked with an NSLAC attorney and social worker for more than
10 months to develop a plan prioritizing safety and stability for her and her children. NSLAC’s social worker coordinated with the children’s therapist,
provided safety planning, and connected the client to resources to support her stability. The client worked with her attorney to gather documentation and

evidence of the abuse.

Ultimately, the plenary order of protection was extended, and the abuser’s petition for additional parenting time was dismissed, securing lasting safety and

stability for the client and her children.

Following the closure of her case, the client shared a warm note of gratitude reflecting on her experience with the DV Team. “Both (Attorney) and (Social
Worker) were so compassionate and attentive to the needs of my children and me. | am forever grateful for their support and cannot say enough good
things about them. They were always available and checked in with me regularly about the complexities about my case. Navigating the legal world is not
easy, but they took the burden off of my shoulders and helped me focus on what was important.”
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