NSLAC 2026

Mission

NSLAC provides accessible, quality, equitable, free legal
services in the areas of domestic violence, housing, and
immigration to give low-income, at-risk community
members access to justice and the opportunity to live
productive and secure lives.

Service Area & Client Eligibility

NSLAC serves clients living in Lake County and the northern
suburbs of Cook County. To be eligible for NSLAC’s services,
clients must live at or below 250% of the federal poverty
level. In 2026 that equates to a household income of $82,500
for a family of four. There are no income requirements for
Domestic Violence clients. NSLAC intentionally does not
accept funding from the Legal Service Corporation (LSC),
making it one of the only agencies in the area that can
provide services to undocumented immigrants.

Law Practice Areas

The Domestic Violence Law Practice handles cases focused
on survivors' safety, including Plenary Orders of Protection,
divorce, custody, and other family law matters. The team,
including two social workers, conducts outreach, builds
partnerships, and helps survivors access supportive
resources while and after advocating for them in the
courtroom. All staff undergo trauma-informed training to
best serve survivors.

The Housing Law Practice assists renters facing housing
insecurity, including with evictions, lease disputes, repairs,
and subsidy termination. Rising rents have left many families
struggling to meet expenses. While evictions can't always be
avoided, having legal representation helps ensure a fair
process and offers options to lessen the impact, like
negotiating move-out dates, applying for rental assistance, or
sealing eviction records to protect future rental
opportunities.

The Immigration Law Practice offers full-scale immigration
services, including family-based petitions, adjustment of
status, TPS, VAWA petitions, and asylum cases. NSLAC is the
only program in the area providing free immigration services
to low-income noncitizens, regardless of status. The team
also conducts outreach to the community through Know
Your Rights presentations and short-term guardianship
consultations.

Cases Opened by
Law Practice Areas - 2026:

*As of 6/30/2026

Domestic Violence: 248
Housing: 164
Immigration: 512

Pro Bono: 173

Operational Overview - 2026:
*As of 6/30/2026

Active Cases: 984

Cases Opened All Time: 13,285
Budget Revenue: $4,844,998
Budget Expenses: $4,832,571
Staff Size (FTE): 46

Number of Attorneys: 20
Number of DOJs: 3

Social Workers: 4

Immigrant Legal Support
Program (ILSP) Overview

*As of 6/30/2026

45 Workshops
351 Screenings
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Client Demographics
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NSLAC services can involve a one-hour counsel and advice session up to full representation. All services are
provided at no cost to the client, even when a case takes months or years to complete.

NSLAC is supported by a portfolio of granting agencies, private donors, and its annual special event. State
government funding is the most significant source for NSLAC programs, often distributed through secondary

organizations.

NSLAC staff speak 10 languages in addition to English, including Spanish, Urdu, Dari, Pashto, Korean, Serbian,
Portuguese, Russian, Ukrainian, and Hebrew. An on-demand interpreting service is used for any other language

needs.

CO\ What Our Community Is Searching For @z)

These are the most searched legal topics this quarter, reflecting urgent needs across our community.

Power of Attorney:
Protecting Your
Property and Finances

The importance of creating legal plans
to protect your property and finances
cannot be underestimated. Without the
appropriate legal documents, someone
you trust may be unable to manage

these assets during an emergency.
Establishing a Power of Attorney helps
ensure that someone you trust has the

legal authority to handle important
financial matters if you are unable to.

What is
Habeas Corpus?

Habeas Corpus allows individuals to
challenge the government if they are
detained unlawfully. This right is
granted to all individuals within the
United States, regardless of their
immigration status. A successful
petition for Habeas Corpus can get a
client released from detention and
returned to their family.

Finding Safety, Building Stability

How Can | Apply for
a Work Permit?

A work permit, also known as an
Employment Authorization Document
(EAD), allows immigrants to work legally
in the U.S. Before applying for a work
permit, an individual must first apply for
an immigration benefit or form of relief
that provides eligibility for work
authorization. Once that application has
been submitted, they may then apply for
a work permit.

What is
VAWA?

A VAWA visa allows individuals who have
experienced abuse by a U.S. citizen or
lawful permanent resident spouse,
parent, or child to apply for lawful
permanent residence without their
abuser's knowledge or consent. This
allows survivors to leave dangerous or
abusive situations while protecting their
privacy and safety.

NSLAC’s client came to the United States as a refugee after fleeing persecution in his home country because of his sexual orientation.
While pursuing his education, he began building a new life in the United States.

When the client sought to become a lawful permanent resident, his application stalled because of the unique circumstances of his case.
After being referred to NSLAC by his college, he worked closely with NSLAC attorneys to navigate the complex legal process. Together, they
successfully prepared and submitted his Adjustment of Status application to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), where it is

now pending approval.

Reflecting on his experience, the client shared: “l wanted to take a moment to sincerely thank everyone at North Suburban Legal Aid
Clinic for all of your support, patience, and hard work throughout this process. | truly appreciate the time you took to answer my
questions, review my concerns, make corrections, and guide me through every step of my application. This journey has been very
important to me, and your assistance helped give me confidence and peace of mind during a stressful process. Thank you for your
professionalism, dedication, and kindness. | am very grateful for everything you and the team have done on my behalf.”
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