
TRAVEL ALERT FOR FAMILIES 
WITH CHILDREN
If a child is entering the United States with someone other than a parent or legal guardian, (even an
older sibling, grandparent, aunt, uncle, or other relative) they may be questioned or delayed by
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). If CBP contacts you: Do not panic. Before making
decisions or traveling to the airport, speak with an immigration attorney if possible.

Families Should Know:

NEED HELP OR HAVE QUESTIONS?
Contact us at Info@NSLegalAid.org or call (847) 737-4042 for a confidential consultation. 
Protect your status. Stay informed. Do not travel unless absolutely necessary.

Undocumented Individuals 
Children traveling with relatives may be held for additional questioning.
CBP may ask to contact a parent or request identifying documents.
Parents should understand the potential immigration consequences before responding to requests to appear at the airport.
Every family's situation is different. If possible, speak with an immigration attorney before travel.
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Before Traveling:
Carry birth certificates and any available custody or consent documents.
Have copies of important immigration documents available.
Make a family communication plan.
Keep the phone number of an immigration attorney readily available.
Children traveling with relatives may be held for additional questioning.
CBP may ask to contact a parent or request identifying documents.
Parents should understand the potential immigration consequences before responding to requests to appear at the airport.
Every family's situation is different. If possible, speak with an immigration attorney before travel.

Whenever possible, children should not travel internationally without a parent or legal guardian. If travel with another family
member is unavoidable, speak with an immigration attorney before making travel plans and prepare for the possibility of
additional questioning or delays by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).

Carry birth certificates and any available custody or consent documents.
Have copies of important immigration documents available.
Make a family communication plan.
Keep the phone number of an immigration attorney readily available.
Make sure the accompanying adult knows who to contact if questions arise at the airport.

If a Child Must Travel Without a Parent: 


