10 YEARS OF PROVIDING ACCESS TO JUSTICE

“=NORTH SUBURBAN
LEGAL AID CLINIC

' PROVIDING ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR THOSE IN NEED




OUR MISSION

We provide accessible,
quality, equitable, free
legal services in the areas
of domestic violence, housing,
and immigration to give
low-income, at-risk
community members
access to justice and the
opportunity to live
productive and

secure lives.
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OUR VISION

We envision that all
community members have
access to high-quality,
comprehensive,

and equitable legal
representation.

NSLAC HISTORY

Founded as the Highland Park-
Highwood Legal Aid Clinic in 2015,
NSLAC would serve as a community
legal aid clinic serving Highland Park
and Highwood residents. Since the day
NSLAC opened, it has provided free
legal services in the areas of domestic
violence, housing, and immigration.

An uptick in requests for assistance
necessitated immediate growth in
geographic locations served, staff,
volunteers, and space. In 2018,
NSLAC relocated and continued to
strategically meet the ever-changing
needs of individuals and the greater
community by expanding capacity,
services offered, and geographic
locations served.

In 2019, the name was changed to
North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic to
better reflect the organization’s
overall purpose. Today, NSLAC
continues to expand partnerships and
provide educational opportunities.
Services continue to be accessible
and are provided by a diverse and
professional staff alongside
volunteers who successfully
represent clients and work toward
meaningful legal solutions.
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As NSLAC celebrated its 10th Anniversary in 2025, we
were filled with gratitude for the lives we touched, the partnerships
we built, and the extraordinary community that made this work
possible. What began as a small group of dedicated volunteers
with seed funding and a bold vision grew into a trusted legal aid
organization serving communities across Lake County and north
suburban Cook County.

Over the past decade, NSLAC built a true recipe for justice, bringing
together dedication, compassion, leadership, and resilience to
ensure the law served everyone, not just those who could afford it.

We marked a milestone as NSLAC opened its 10,000th case. Behind
every case was a story of courage, resilience, and hope. Across our
Domestic Violence, Housing, and Immigration Law Practices, we
continued to meet community needs while adapting to an
increasingly complex legal landscape.

We are proud that our attorneys, social workers, support staff,
volunteers, and pro bono partners worked together to provide
holistic, compassionate legal services to thousands of individuals
and families. Together, we helped survivors find safety, families
remain housed, and immigrants navigate uncertain systems with
dignity and support.

As the justice gap continued to widen, our commitment remained
unwavering. We believe justice is not partisan, it is fundamental.
Access to safety, stability, and legal protection strengthened
individual lives and our entire community.

Thank you for believing in this mission and helping make justice
more accessible, compassionate, and lasting. We were honored
to celebrate this milestone and look forward to the work ahead.

Cougatre Glelpatr

Susan Shulman
Executive Director

[tnpee (Miriche

Laura Ulrich
Board Chair




We are proud to serve residents in need of
accessible, quality, equitable, free legal
services throughout Lake County and
north suburban Cook County.

OPERATIONAL OVERVIEW*
REVENUES ﬁé ACTIVE CASES
$5,676,094 1,046
EXPENSES CASES AoL'iETTﬁ[E
$4,809,644 AP
STAFF SIZE: 47 ATTORNEYS: 23

CLIENT DEMOGRAPHICS*

. . ‘ . Clients from 57 different countries
@

179 zip codes across our service area

78% BIPOC

T70% female

66% noncitizens

58% speak a language other than English

*As of 12/31/2025




CASES OPENED BY LAW PRACTICE AREAS*

Domestic Violence Law Practice: 390

Housing Law Practice: 320

Immigration Law Practice: 842

Pro Bono: 253 .

*As of 12/31/2025
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COURTHOUSE-BASED LEGAL ACCESS

NSLAC strategically focuses its services in specific courts and
administrative venues throughout Lake County and north suburban
Cook County to ensure clients can access legal representation at
critical moments in their cases.

In 2025, our attorneys represented individuals and families in
domestic violence, housing, and
immigration matters in state,
federal, and administrative
forums, including the Lake
County Courthouse, the

Skokie and Rolling Meadows
courthouses, the Chicago
Immigration Court, federal
district court, and before U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services.

By concentrating services in these locations, NSLAC helps reduce
barriers to justice and ensures vulnerable community members
receive trusted legal guidance when they need it most.



IMMIGRATION LAW PRACTICE

The Immigration Law Practice offers full-scale immigration services,
including family-based petitions, adjustment of status, TPS, VAWA
petitions, and asylum cases. NSLAC is the only program in the area
providing free immigration services to low-income noncitizens,
regardless of status. The team also conducts Know Your Rights
presentations and short-term guardianship consultations.

Responding to a Changing Immigration Landscape

As policy changes reduced immigration relief options and increased
fear in immigrant communities, NSLAC expanded Know Your Rights
education and increased its focus on Special Immigrant Juvenile
Status (SIJS) cases, one of the few remaining protections available
to vulnerable children.

Expanding Access to Legal Services

NSLAC continued its leadership role in the state-funded Immigrant
Legal Support Program (ILSP), coordinating weekly legal screening
workshops and providing representation in complex cases. The
program was renewed for Fiscal Year 2026.

Providing Trusted Guidance

= S 1 “, Inresponse to heightened
' immigration enforcement activity,
NSLAC shifted outreach efforts
online and hosted a virtual
community town hall led by
Immigration Law Practice

Director Lia Kim-Yi. More than 100
supporters, elected officials, and
community partners attended.

Advocating for Detained Immigrants

NSLAC received 98 referrals for detained clients during the final
quarter of the year and expanded its federal court advocacy efforts.
By year-end, five habeas petitions had been granted, resulting in the
release of three clients from immigration detention.



HOUSING LAW PRACTICE

The Housing Law Practice assists renters facing housing insecurity,
including with evictions, lease disputes, repairs, and subsidy
termination. Rising rents have left

\\%’)» ‘ many families struggling to meet
/ wp * expenses. While evictions can’t always

o Bl A be avoided, having legal representation
 + l helps ensure a fair process and offers
options to lessen the impact,
‘p \ like negotiating move-out dates,

applying for rental assistance, or
sealing eviction records to protect future rental opportunities.

Addressing the Affordable Housing Crisis

The shortage of affordable housing continues to threaten the
stability of low-income families. Rising rents and limited housing
options have contributed to a high volume of eviction cases,
particularly for nonpayment of rent, which accounted for 55%
of all Housing Practice cases opened in 2025.

Protecting Housing and Financial Stability

Beyond preventing displacement, NSLAC’s Housing Practice helps
clients secure critical financial resources. In 2025, clients received
nearly $289,000 in rental assistance or avoided money judgments
through legal representation and wraparound support.

Preserving Housing Assistance

As housing authorities prepared for potential federal funding cuts,
including reductions to housing voucher programs, NSLAC prioritized
helping clients maintain existing subsidies and secure affordable
housing opportunities.

Responding to Emerging Challenges

In addition to rising housing costs, increased immigration enforcement
created new barriers to housing stability. NSLAC saw more families
facing eviction after losing income due to detention, work disruptions,
or fear of immigration enforcement, underscoring the interconnected
challenges confronting many clients.



DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAW PRACTICE

The Domestic Violence Law Practice handles cases focused on
survivors’ safety, including Plenary Orders of Protection, divorce,
custody, and other family law matters. The team, including two social
workers, conducts outreach, builds partnerships, and helps survivors
access supportive resources while and after advocating for them in
the courtroom. All staff undergo trauma-informed training to best
serve survivors.

Strengthening Services for Survivors

NSLAC’s Domestic Violence Practice expanded its capacity in
2025, enabling the team to serve more survivors and provide
representation in increasingly complex legal matters. The
multidisciplinary team of attorneys and social workers continued
to deliver comprehensive legal and supportive services to
individuals and families seeking safety and stability.

Raising Awareness and Building Community Partnerships
During Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October, the Practice
participated in community outreach and education efforts through-
out the region. NSLAC also served as a trusted voice for local media,
sharing information about resources available to survivors and the
important role friends and family can play in supporting those
experiencing abuse.

Meeting Evolving Client Needs

As immigration enforcement concerns increased, the Domestic

‘ Violence Practice adapted its safety
planning to address additional risks
facing immigrant survivors, including
those whose immigration status
may be connected to an abusive
partner. NSLAC remains committed
to providing comprehensive legal
and supportive services that help
survivors achieve safety and stability.




The hands you hold.
The tives youchange.
G the handls of hopo i peace.

Thank you to our volunteer attorneys

Through our Taste of Justice series,
NSLAC brought together supporters,
volunteers, and community members
for conversations about the legal
issues affecting our neighbors. These
gatherings deepened understanding of
challenges facing low-income families
and fostered meaningful dialogue that
strengthens our impact and informs
our work.

Collaboration creates impact

10

L N

Through partnerships with organizations
including Morgan Lewis, Trustmark, New
Trier Township, Youth Services of Glenview/
Northbrook, College Bound Opportunities,
and Partners for Our Communities, NSLAC
provides Power of Attorney, Short-Term
Guardianship, and housing clinics. Volunteer
attorneys help youth, families, and seniors
plan for the future and navigate life’s
transitions.

Building community through conversation

NSLAC reaches beyond the
courtroom. Strong partnerships
help extend NSLAC’s impact
beyond the courtroom. Working
alongside partners like the YWCA
Evanston/North Shore and Orphans
of the Storm, we met families
where they were, building trust
and connecting them to legal
representation, resources,
support, and pathways to safety,
stability, and justice.



The leadership and vision of NSLAC’s Board of
Directors help guide our organization through
a changing landscape of community needs.
Their commitment to strategic planning and
responsible stewardship ensures continued
access to trusted legal services for the
individuals and families who rely on NSLAC.

e A
Leadership that guides our mission

NSLAC values partnerships with local
municipalities that help raise awareness
and connect residents to vital resources.
Working with communities such as the City
of Highland Park, we promote education,
support survivors, and strengthen access
to justice for those in need.

NSLAC works closely with legislators and
advocacy partners to advance policies
that strengthen access to justice for
low-income individuals and families.
Through ongoing education and advocacy
efforts, we help policymakers understand
the legal challenges facing our communities
and the critical role legal aid plays in
promoting stability, safety, and opportunity.

"



CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF IMPACT

More than 300 guests joined NSLAC’s 10th Anniversary Celebration,
Recipe for Justice, raising over $340,000 to support free, accessible

legal services for low-income residents throughout Lake County and

north suburban Cook County.

& . Theevening celebrated a

| decade of impact, including
more than 10,000 cases

. opened since NSLAC’s

|y founding. Guests heard a
moving story from a

— member of the NSLAC

= team and enjoyed a special

" Natalie Bomke of Good Day
Chicago featuring Chef Lena Le of Lena’s Asian Kitchen, Chef Brandon
Rogers of Brandon Rogers, LLC, and Chef Maya Rotman-Zaid of BellaRu

Catering. Together, they explored the connections between food,

community, and justice.

NSLAC also presented the Nancy R. Rotering Founder’s Award and
recognized the individuals and organizations whose vision helped

make NSLAC possible. Honorees included founding board members
Nancy Rotering, Tatiana Alonso, Kathryn Vanden Berk, Gail Feiger Brown,

Steven Elrod, Richard Hillsberg, Terry Horwitz Kass, and Robert Baizer, as

12



well as founding partner
organizations The City of
Highland Park, DLA Piper LLP,
The Highland Park Community
Foundation, Meltzer, Purtill &
Stelle LLC, and Vedder Price P.C.

Recipe for Justice Honorees

The celebration honored the people

and partnerships that built NSLAC and
reaffirmed our shared commitment to
ensuring justice remains within reach

for all.

rsation worth savoring.

A conve

Recipe for Justice padidle raise
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CLIENT VICTORY

Rebuilding Life in Safety

The Client, a recent arrival to the U.S. and native Spanish speaker,

was married with two children. During the course of her marriage, she
experienced physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. After filing a police
report and seeking safety, she was granted an emergency order of
protection that gave her temporary possession of the family home.
She was then referred to NSLAC for legal support.

The Client’s husband repeatedly violated
the order of protection, including driving
with an open container of alcohol while the
children were in the car during his parenting
time and unlawfully possessing a firearm.
Unfamiliar with her legal rights and how

to report these violations, the Client faced
serious challenges navigating the system on
her own.

NSLAC’s Domestic Violence Law Practice
attorneys advised her on how to report and
enforce the order of protection. Our
Domestic Violence social worker also assisted with safety planning,
including specific strategies to address virtual tracking when it became
clear the Client was being monitored and followed. In collaboration with
the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), NSLAC helped
secure additional safeguards for the children in light of the driving
under the influence incident.

Following an unrelated DUI arrest of the Client’s husband, the case
proceeded to a plenary hearing. As a result, the Client was granted
a two-year plenary order of protection for herself and her children.
NSLAC’s social work team continues to support the family with
safety resources and referrals to help them rebuild their lives.



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

January-December 2025
Audited Financial Statement

Revenue

Government Grants

Other Grants and Contributions
Special Event Revenue

Less Special Event Expense
Contributed Services

Other Revenue

Total Revenue and Support

Total Expense
Net Change in Assets

REVENUE & SUPPORT

Special Events

Other Grants & Government

Contributions Grants

25.9%

Other
4.4% 25%

Occupancy
3.2%

67.2%

$3,815,026
1,469,159
360,913
(108,347)
97,351
42,892

$5,676,994

$4,809,644
$867,350

EXPENSES

Other
11.8%

Salaries &
Benefits
85.0%

135



TO OUR DONORS!

Supporters

$100,000+

ILllinois Criminal Justice
Information Authority

Illinois Department of
Human Services

ILllinois Equal Justice
Foundation

Immigrant Justice Corps

Lake County

Lawyers Trust Fund of
Illinois

The Resurrection Project

Schreiber Philanthropy

Walder Foundation

Westside Justice Center

Supporters

$50,000-5$99,999

Cook County

Highland Park Community
Foundation

ILllinois Coalition for
Immigrants and
Refugee Rights

[llinois Immigration
Funders Collaborative

Supporters
$25,000-$49,999
Anonymous Foundation
Robert H. Baum and

Mary Beth Kretz
Chicago Bar Foundation
Chicago Foundation

for Women
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Alvin H. Baum Family Fund

Healthcare Foundation
of Highland Park

James and Madeleine
McMullan Family
Foundation Charitable
Fund

Lake County Community
Foundation

North Shore Exchange

José Rivera, Jr. and
Tejal Vakharia

Supporters
$10,000-$24,999
Bluhm Family Foundation
Elrod Friedman LLP
Robert and Melanie Harris
Terry Horwitz Kass
and Geoffrey Kass
JBS Foundation
Julian Grace Foundation
Lake County Bar
Foundation
Craig and Monette Leva
New Trier Township
Niles Township
Northfield Township
Nuestro Futuro
Phyllis and Perry Schwartz
Foundation
Susan Shulman and
Avery Cohen
William and Karyn
Silverstein
Trustmark Foundation

Upscale Rummage and
Furniture Warehouse
Village of Northbrook

Supporters

$5,000-$9,999

AAML Foundation

Bill and Susan Abrams

AMA Waterways

Bothfeld Financial Partners

DLA Piper LLP

Steven and Donna Elrod

Gail Feiger Brown and
Andrew Brown

First Presbyterian Church
of Deerfield

First Presbyterian Church
of Lake Forest

Herbert C. Wenske
Foundation

Illinois Bar Foundation

James B. Moran Center
for Youth Advocacy

KAN-WIN

Sandy and Jack Levin

Maine Township

Oakton College

Public Interest Law
Initiative

Jaime Rhum

Nancy and Rob Rotering

Cari and Michael Sacks

Sanders Fine Portraits

Samuel Seager

Caryn and Gerold Skurnick

Nancy and Marc Taxman



The individuals and organizations listed here gave $1,000 or more
in 2025, helping us expand access to justice in our community. We
are equally thankful for the many others who supported our work.
Every contribution helps us serve those in need.

Trillium Foundation
Laura and Kenneth Ulrich
Usha Vakharia

Vernon Township

West Deerfield Township
Janet Winter

Supporters
$2,500-$4,999
Beermann LLP
Amy and Andrew Bluhm
Justin and Erika Burton
Tom Churchwell
College of Lake County
Paul and Maggie Dewoskin
Catherine Eilers
Faegre Drinker Biddle
& Reath LLP
First Bank of Chicago
Harold and Madeline
Franke
Grainger
Jean and Rick Hahn
Harper College
Armin and Esther Hirsch
Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Shirley Kreutzfeldt
Scott and Betsy Lassar
Loftus & Eisenberg, Ltd.
David and Sallye Mason
Mayer Brown LLP
Millennium Properties R/E
Marvin and Audrey Miller
Moraine Township
Nancy and Robert Moss

Northern Trust
Office of State Senator
Mary Edly-Allen
Palatine Township
Michael Reblin and
Cindy Franke
Jonna and Daniel Reilly
Alvin Shulman
Sidley Austin LLP
Susan Silver and
Ross Erlebacher
Amy and Andrew Small
Taxman, Pollock, Murray
& Bekkerman, LLC
Barbara Weiner
Sallyan Windt

Supporters

$1,000-$2,499

Abt Family Donor Fund

Andy and Richard Amend

American Immigration
Lawyers Association

James and Lesley Anixter

Nicole and Michael
Auerbach

William Baker

Glenn Becker

Prudence and Frank
Beidler

Bernstein Philanthropic
Impact Fund

Kedar Bhat

Cheryl and Kevin Braude

Ken and Bobbi Brown

Mark and Traci Brown

John and Barbara Byrne

Christ Church Lake Forest

Karen and Richard Coplan

Bruce Cowans

Crowell & Moring LLP

Jane and Mike Davenport

Gregory and Jamie
Davenport

Sujata Dayal

DeHayes Family
Foundation

Ela Township

Elite Events Chicago

Endeavor Health

Dan and Nancy Engel

Ellen and Joel Feldman

Mary and George
Fitzpatrick

Craig and Terri Foster

Sobel Family Foundation

Mary Kay Foy and
Timothy Vezeau

Howard and Judith
Friedman

Pam Futterman

Bryna and Edward Gamson

Marla and Larry Gilbert

Golder Family Foundation

Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz
and Michael Gershowitz

Dana and Lee Gordon

Alan and Carol Greene

Amy and Mark Haggarty

Johannah Hebl

Richard and Carol Hillsberg
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Richard and Carol Hillsberg
Sarah and Scott Hirsch
Amy Holtsford
Stu and Sharon Hong
Jarvis Foundation
Jenner & Block
Tom and Ellen Kaplan
Seth and Leslie Katz
Melissa Kerpel
Holly Kerr
Art Kessler and

Wendy Bloom
Dennis and Barbara Kessler
Michael and Lynne Kraut
Harold and Nancy Krent
Lake Forest Travel
Bennett and Cristina Lasko
Levenfeld Pearlstein, LLC
Allison and Brad Levin
Karla and Roland Livney
Makom Solel Lakeside
Kathy Mankin
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Mariani Landscape
Eric and Gloria Matlin
Matlin Law Group, P.C.
Emily and John Milman
Robert Muriel and
Jayme Levin-Muriel
David and Jessica Neiman
Andrew and Julie
Nerenberg Block
Teri Newman
Anne Pachciarek
Paul Rehder Salon
Felicia and Michael
Perlman
Robin and Kevin Powers
Richard Reizen
Wayne and Wendy Rhodes
Kimberly Rhum
Saul Rhum
Jennifer Riskind
Chef Brandon Rogers LLC

ICE FOR THOSE IN NEJ
\ (847)737-

John Ropiequet and
Broucka Sarnoff

Rotary Club of Northbrook

Chef Maya LLC

Julie and Kenneth Sacks

Derek Schiller

Schneider for Congress

Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Julie and Loren Stone

Matthew Stroud

Cory and Phillipa
Tabachow

Taft, Stettinius &
Hollister LLP

Kathryn Vanden Berk

Daniel Wander and
Ruth Freedman

Winnetka-Northfield
Rotary Charitable
Foundation

Lauri and Bruce Zessar



LEADERSHIP

Susan B. Shulman
Executive Director

Richard Hillsberg
General Counsel

Nareen Kim
Director of Housing Law Practice
and Managing Attorney

Lia Kim-Yi
Director of Immigration Law Practice

Sally Pissetzky
Director of Domestic Violence
Law Practice

Greg Davenport
Director of Development and Finance

Ilana Forbes
Director of Operations

Alyssa Knobel
Director of Communication
& Government Relations

SENIOR ATTORNEYS
& SENIOR STAFF

Esteban Carbajal
Supervising Attorney,
Immigration Law Practice

Timothy Dorr
Senior Staff Attorney,
Domestic Violence Law Practice

Jean Hahn
Senior Staff Attorney,
Immigration Law Practice

Michelle Knipmeyer
Senior Social Worker,
Domestic Violence Law Practice

Barbara Olvera
Senior Operations Supervisor

Lizzy Temkin
Senior Staff Attorney,
Housing Law Practice

lan Turnipseed
Pro Bono Coordinator

Ken Willer
Supervising Attorney,
Immigration Law Practice

Irma Wilson

Senior Staff Attorney,
Immigration Law Practice
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Laura Ulrich
Board Chair

José E. Rivera, Jr.
Vice Chair

Cheryl Braude
Treasurer

Jaime Rhum
Secretary

Nancy Rotering
Founder and Executive Committee

Robin Powers
Immediate Past Board Chair
and Ex Officio

“=NORTH SUBURBAN
LEGAL AID GLINIC

' PROVIDING ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR THOSE IN NEED

North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic
3500 Western Avenue, Suite 2A
Highland Park, IL

847737 4042

Ivan Golden
Executive Committee

Rob Muriel
Executive Committee

Jeff Blumberg
Steven M. Elrod
Katie Cronin-Eveleigh
Katie Licup

Sujata Dayal
Zachary Goldman
Liza Gutierrez
Terry Horwitz Kass
Harold J. Krent
Jonna Reilly
Jennifer Riskind




